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Dear School Community, 
 
We returned to our schools this morning with a heavy heart and deep-felt
sympathy after the tragedy in Uvalde, Texas. I know you join the entire River
Vale Public School District in grieving that community’s unimaginable loss. 

Our district has always prioritized the safety and mental health of our
students. At a time like this, we want to remind parents about the layers of
protection and procedures we have in place. We are fortunate to partner
closely with the River Vale Police Department on emergency planning and
preparedness, securing our school buildings, and maintaining a strong police
presence both outside and inside our schools. We are coordinating with the
Police Department to increase our security measures, which is why you might see additional
officers or police vehicles on our campuses. Their presence is a reason for reassurance, rather
than alarm. 

In addition to our visible safety measures, please know that we have several other safeguards in
place that are not made public to further secure our schools and prepare for an emergency event.  

Students may have been exposed to different levels of information about the Texas tragedy through
television, social media, and other messaging. Each family will want to discuss the events with their
child in a manner they feel is appropriate. Depending on your child’s age, you may want to limit
access to news about the tragedy, talk to your children about what they have heard,  and reach out
to us for any support you may need. 

In addition to our strong partnership with law enforcement, we look out for students’ well-being by
offering a variety of mental health resources. Please reach out to your child’s school office if you
would like the support of our school counselors, social workers, or members of the Child Study
Team. We also have services available through a formal partnership with West Bergen Mental
Healthcare. 

We appreciate your continued cooperation in following the safety procedures that protect students
and staff when visiting our schools.

In these last few weeks of school, we will continue focusing on safety so our students, families, and
staff can focus on end-of-year celebrations and joyful events. 

Thank you for being a supportive and caring community.

Sincerely,
Melissa SignoreMelissa Signore
Superintendent of Schools

https://www.rivervaleschools.com/

